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!	till they have gotten a great deal), and alarmed France: this sowed the seeds of that jealousy and enmity, which have flourished ever since between
;	those two great Powers. Afterwards the House of Austria was weakened by the division made by
'	Charles the Fifth of its dominions, between his son
i	Philip the Second of Spain, and his brother Ferdinand, and has ever since been dwindling to the weak condition in which it now is. This is a most interesting part of the history of Europe, of which it is
I	absolutely necessary that you should be exactly and
I	minutely informed.
,	There are, in the history of most countries, certain very remarkable eras, which deserve more particular inquiry and attention than the common run of history. Such is the revolt of the Seventeen Provinces, in the reign of Philip the Second of Spain; which ended in forming the present Republic of the Seven United Provinces, whose independency was first allowed by Spain at the Treaty of Munster. Such was the extraordinary revolution of Portugal, in the year 1640, in favour of the present House of Bra-ganza. Such is the famous revolution of Sweden, when Christian the Second of Denmark, who was also King of Sweden, was driven out by Gustavus Vasa. And such, also, is that memorable era in Denmark, of 1660; when the States of that kingdom made a voluntary surrender of all their rights and liberties to the Crown; and changed that free state into the most absolute Monarchy now in Europe. The Acta Itegia, upon that occasion, are worth your perusing. These remarkable- periods of Modern History deserve your particular attention, and most of